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(54) OCCUPANT DETECTING SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an occupant detecting system 
by which the seating situation of the occupant, whether the occupant is 
an adult or a child or the sitting situation of the child to a child seat, 
etc., can precisely be found out. 

SOLUTION: This occupant detecting system is provided with a seat, a 
plurality of electrodes El to E4. which are arranged being separated on 
the face side of the seat from each other, an oscillating circuit 10, which 
generates a feeble electric field between a specified electrode and the 
seat out of the above electrodes, a load current detecting circuit 1 1, 
which detects the load current that flows from the oscillating circuit 10 
toward the specified electrode, a current- voltage converting circuit 13. 
which detects the displacement current flowing based on the feeble 
electric field generated between the specified electrode and the rest of 
the electrodes and converts the current into the voltage, a control 
circuit 1 7. which detects the seating situation of the occupant to the 
seat based on the output signal from the load current detecting circuit 
1 1 and the current-voltage converting circuit 13. and an airbag device 
18, which has such a function as developing the airbag by the collision. 
The data based on the result of detection of the control circuit 1 7 are 

sent to the airbag device, so that the airbag is set to either one of a state in which the airbag can be 
developed or a state in which the airbag cannot be developed. 
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